
This is the seventh, and final, lecture in the series being hosted by Middle East Studies at Marine Corps University 

entitled  “Orienting Our Sights on the Future: the Opportunities and Challenges of the Arab Revolts .” 

 

Kristin Smith Diwan is an Assistant Professor in Comparative and Regional Studies at the American University School of 

International Service.  She works in both comparative politics and international relations and specializes in Arab and 

Islamist politics.  Prof. Diwan has many publications on the politics and political economy of the Arab Gulf, among them 

"Sovereign Dilemmas:  Sovereign Wealth Funds in Saudi Arabia," Geopolitics, 14/2 (April 2009); “The Gulf Comes Back to 

Earth (with Fareed Mohamedi)” Middle East Report (Fall 2009); “Bahrain’s Shia Question,” Foreign Affairs (March 2011); 

and “Kuwait’s Impatient Youth Movement,” Foreign Policy (July 2011).  She is currently completing a book manuscript 

on the emergence of Islamic banking in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states entitled From Petrodollars to Islamic 

Dollars: Islamic Finance in the Arab Gulf.  Prof. Diwan previously held the Qatar Post-Doctoral Fellowship at Georgetown 

University.  She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from Harvard University and holds an M.A. in International Affairs 

from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.  

 

 

Thursday, 19 April 2012, 1330-1500 

Gray Research Center, Room 164,166  

2040 Broadway St , MCB Quantico  
 

For more information about the MES AY 2011-12 Lecture Series, or to RSVP, please contact Adam C Seitz, Senior          

Associate for Middle East Studies at MCU, at (703) 432-5260 or seitzac@grc.usmcu.edu. 

“Bahrain’s Political Uprisings: From 

Political Reform to Sectarianism”  
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